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the right on partially frozen avalanche snow, and
then left, in one long upward traverse, to the
summit of the col. But there was one passage
shortly below the col which did cause anxiety.
It was what came to be known as the final 200 feet,
and just about the spot where in 1924 Mallory himself
and Norton and Somervell had such difficulty in
rescuing four porters marooned on the shelf just
above. The snow there was lying at a very steep
angle and was deep enough to be disagreeable.
Some very hard work was put in by them in cutting
about five hundred steps and then the worst was
over. By 11.30 a.m. the party were on the North
Col.
The chief obstacle in the way to the summit had
now been surmounted. The way up to the North
Col had not only been found but tested ; and the
crown had been put to" the reconnaissance.
As Mallory looked from there up the North Face
Edge to the North-East Ridge he could doubt no
longer that it was accessible. The impressions he
had gained from a distance were amply confirmed
by what he saw close at hand. For a long way up
those easy rock and snow slopes there was neither
danger nor difficulty, as far as Mallory could see,
and as indeed afterwards turned out. This then
was a practicable way to the summit. It was the
easiest way And it was, indeed, in all probability
the only way.
What the Expedition had been sent out from
England to discover had now been found. But